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To Liberate Cubans 


By Harry S. Truman 
Copyright, 1963, by Harry 8, Truman 


INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Feb. 23—Along with every-| 
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| US. Must Find Way 
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one else, I have been concerned about ‘he situation in! 


Cuba. The Cuban people have been beset with internal: Η 
94. Problems almost from the time Cuba was discovered byl, 

Columbus. One set of tyrants seems to be succeeded], ; 
ὙΠ ΒΥ another in guise of liberaters. q ἐ 
ὙΠ In an open society such as ours it is natural for μ60- ἢ ; 
**\ple freely to express their opinions, or ἐπ΄ other words} y, | 
IN| +o sound off. This tendency is particularly apparent inju 

jtimes of crisis. There is now much talk about Cuba. | 
There are those who read and talk about it—and there 

lare those who tell those in charge what to do and how 


of 
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i 
jf 
1, 


tT 
° ito do it. . τ ᾿ Ὁ 
That is all right, as far as it goes, but it does no good}. a 
0 [88 could do much harm if we get into a political hassle! 
8. about it. Foreign policy should*-— 
1d} . ; e 
inever be an issue between the! 3 that the will of a people < 
yrigreat politicai parties. The to be free is j istibl 
=iUnited States should agree on ° ree is irresistt i _ N 
land have but one approachi Any government that m= 
ἫΝ dealings with ather nations Ῥόδος. its will’ from the top " 
jo Gealng ‘twill be overthrown in time.!- ».. 8.7... 
r-| Is there no hope for Cuba? | pis happens when th E i 
ΒΕ ! Β 1 the people! κα (; * «- 
if its Cuba new doomed to be-! reach that certain point of; , : ᾽ν = poms, 
¥Yicome the Balkan satellite of|j!oss of patience and the con-! i q i” 
Qlthe American continent? Are/gealment of their will to re-|E } faa 
{tue Cuban people without hope sist. And cnce they reach that) * = oo 
‘of becoming a genuinely free point, they strike back withit ἐπ ἰτ- 
and independent people?ithe savage fury of bloody Σον- 8 os 2 
These and many cther ques-iGiution, resytting in merely καὶ 
tions are being raised. § —|eruelties in the name of the!c ἑ = 
a; - revolution. , la ’ seo © 
[Will to Be Free | Cuba, historically, has _suf-|} ξ & Se 
| The one thing that history|fered a long series of misfer-|c ξ 9 
ititeaches us over and over|tunes, from [8 rulers and|y a - | whe. 
z-|again is that no system of gov-jtheir depredations, greed andjh ; = 
3-jernment that defies the willicorruption. From the time in|¥ : x | 
1.106 its people can long endure [1838 when the United States!a ; δ 
djand, while modern weapons ἰπ intervened in Cuba to set her} ¥ : ~ 
yf {the hands of ἃ new crop ofj|free and to nefp her establish/e nL 
Quislings make the task cfiand maintain a free govern- 
}-{liberation more formidable, itiment for the benefit of all of ὃ : | 
ie|is as true today as it ever'her people, she has experi-jt ὃ 
2 | fenced ane failure after an-/* | ne 
εἰ... . ΝΕ Other. | ᾿ [38 
| We have always been sym-!* @s 
ipathetic toward the Cuban peo-| é = 
ple, but for one reason or δπ- i ἘΞ 
other things never seemed ἴο]ς, . 24 
‘work aut so that the affairs of|>' ΐ ο΄ 
- ‘Cuba could be δάπλίπίβίθσεα : Ε 
by honest and devoted pa-' ἐν : 
jtriots rather than the greedy, | 3 | 
| selfish, grafting dictators that P, : <i 
jkept succeeding one another.: ες ‘ pe 
i Support Betrayed | ἑ N 
; | ᾿ 
a The present situation in’ > ἊΝ ti 
‘Cuba defies all reasoning.i* . ‘ 
;Castro,’ as ἃ revolutionary," ; πὰ 
jleader fighting to unseat dic-: moi 
r tater Batista, attracted sym- : mh Ξε νον a 
,| pathetic support from many| x a a 
τ quarters in this hemisphere, | | a} 
z,and from the United States in! aa 
» | particular. There was sore! ᾿ 
jfeason to hope that here δὲ! wise 
lang last there may have; a2u72? S x 
(arisen a true patriot ard able = = SEs Ἂ 
ieader, wile would devote his: ‘ : :Ξ ΘΙ Ὡς 
energies to the establishment sh . Φ ῷ ει a as & oo 
of representative government! αν " e® Fs 5 & . | 
. ἢ o> τ φὴ 
and put through necessary re-i ne ™ Ss -= 4 ὦ = 
forms for the benefit cf all the! ας  Ξεξδιξ cat 
Cuban pecple. . ς - 5 83 
. a 
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Ϊ But 1 repeat that the Cuban (i suse, This is the way 1] 
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& 
Papers of ἶ situation is in a different cate t to him 
"tr ADRY 7 At” te-l might nave put t : 
| HARRY S. TRUMAN " ᾿ gory and should not be con-) oar. Cestra,. your. revolu- 
- ‘POST-PRESIDENT ΤΑΙ, FILES ᾿ fused with the other satellite | tion is over and now you have 
ὟΝ — . x ᾿ victims within the Russian-\.pe6 responsibility and the big 
Chinese orbit. Cuba was dé-|;5) of reconstruction. ‘You 


wee - ι, ! 
. ἱ 9 livered to Communist control .” many 
| | | | aati i {pave made a great many 
U.S € Ca | t Abando and domination by ἃ ὃ etrayal promises to your people in en- 
| : | Ἵ | | as of a modern-day Quisiing, Cas- listing their support. How are 
ΝΣ . ΄ tro. He perpetrated this ace you going to make good in 


of treason against the Cuban|- are: ; 
ἢ ‘ ς ) n't 

people and even his revolu- | those promises? You't do 
have the resources of your 


Cuba: TrumanSavys |) te: 
a, Truman Says Pe eae a 


. aa : ea in sight to enable 
. | : ism.” But instead of winning no means in 518 
needs of Cuba, Castro betrayed, : | her freedom from her own dic-|¥ou fo perform the things ye. 
is revolution by delivering} ᾿ς . tatorship, Cuba has become 3 promisé¢ hove Cuban ay bwo 
L “NO , Γ ᾿ , 4 Υ 


the Cuban people to the politi-;! colony again — a colony of ἱ 
cal imprisonment of a Reesian| Communist Russia. places where you might get 
made Communist dictatorship. | - I think that it is well that the necessary economic Sup 
He thus committed Cuba ta a we take a look at the record |port to put over your Bro 
life of crisis, aggression, ὁ ᾿ of our past relations with jgram of reforms. We are clase 
pression and intrigue. | Cuba. From early 1898 to mid- | to Cuba and we have historic 
Put Off Res τῆν 1902, while Cuba was under/tes with your country. All we 
| ponsibility | temporary United States mili-; wouid expect in return for 
We admit that our policies’ tary rule following her libera-;our support would be that 
toward Cuba, and { would in-! tion from Spain, mast of the | you keep the Cuban istitu- 
clude my own Administration | affices were placed under’ tions free, and the Cuban peo 
as well, have left something! Cuban nationals. During that) ple free, and that you get rid | 
to be desired. For sone rea. period much was done to build | of corruption. Tuis 1s all we 
son we have put off for tao, public works, strict measures would ask, this 1s all we 
long our responsibility to put! of sanitation were put into ef-jwould expect, and Cuba 
pressure on the Cuban lead-! fect, the Civil Service was ΤῈΣ would enjoy complete εον- 
ers to institute badly needed’ -formed_and_ public education | ereignty and independence as 
reforms. | significantly imprcved. Yellow|a nation. But if you should} 
The situation in Cuba today} fever, whjch had been pla-j elect to go the other way—the 
is not unlike that of the plight. guing Cuba for centuries, WaS! Communist way—you will be-}. 
eradicated. i come Δ puppet and that can 


from which many satellite na- 
tions are suffering, except that 
the tragedy of Cuba could 


At the same time ἃ consti-| only lead you to more trouble 
tutional convention was called and biocdshed.” 


have bee to establish a system for self-| αν ΒΕ Ι 
Fe een ρχγθυθπίοα ὮΡ υϑ a government. The first Cuban; We Stand Firm | 
way of helping the Cuban pec- continental congress met on, 1 would have hoped that 
ple ta liberate themselves once May 5, 1902, and we turned after some such exchange we 
and for all. The world situ-! over control of the govern, should have come to an un-| 
ation today is vastly different! ment to the people of Cuba. laerstanding and I think we 
from what it was at the time! In restoring Cuba to self-| might have reached a friendly| 
we liberated Cuba from Spain.| government the so-called Platt | agreement. All this, of course, 
We now have the United a Amendment was accepted by! needed to have been quietly 
tions, which could have been| Cuba on June 12, 1901, a5 8. negotiated within the privacy 
helpful and perhaps could be! _ part of its Cqnstitution. laf the White Wouse. With that 
in the future. We have the; Amendment Provisiors out of the way I might have 

closed our meeting with a 


Organization of . Ameri 
. American! g 
, τ FOVi- . - 
Among the several provi-i-scnaly suggestion, perhaps 


States and other cooperativ | : : ot 
agencies that also vould have | sions οἵ the Platt Amendment) — ething like this: 
been enlisted in dealing with were these: feats | ON ow that we understand] _ 
that situation. But all of that’ 1. Ῥς θη ταν mili measures} ..ch other, Fidel, let us get 
is water over the dam. Se τε ἀπὸ p by the pars were) 0 work and do all we can for 
° + ~ . 7 
Modern Weapons | Doctrine and the Platt Amend: δι Naval stations were δὺ- M5090 isis ba yer ᾿ 
is ing iment, were tl : | thorized to be leased ¢ the | The Cuban crisis has servé 
There is one thing we ean. ment, were there as much for } ο one useful purpose—it again| 
not do and must not do and (the welfare and protection of | United States. cee wed out the Russian “ca! 
that is to abandon Cuba to Rer| 1 the othe the eee hs. erred the mune to interfere Pacity for blu and thei “hit 
self-im ry e other natio | is ; : we ae a oe 
posed tyrants and new continent. ations of this | ery ne affairs of the island if and run "type of internation : 


conquerors. For as long as; 
these people enforce their will|Far From Exhausted 
by the use of modern weapons : ; 
the Cuban people will be com- The situation is clear, the 

problem is obvious, the solu- 


felled to undergo prolonged [τὶ 
suffering, before ° they ean (en not so apparent. But, like 


i.ope to restore themselves by the bubonic plague of cholera, | 7 

the process of spontaneous quarantining is one remedy | : 5 . | 
pepular uprising. that every public health au- suld have considered that) Afehani in δὲ 

g J. Let, au) πὸ implicati hat! Afghani in Moscow 

The Cuban people are now ΠΟΤΕ knows must be im- pasic implications of the Bah 

pretty much in the same fix [posed until a virulent epidem- rae Doctrine were at MOSCOW, Feb. 23 AAP ) 

as the Hungarians who found ἰδ abates. > as well as the reserva- Ghulyam Mohammed Shirzad, 

‘i imposed by the Platt Afghanistan's Minister — of 


that they could not liberat As a nation devoted to ; ἊΝ aig ' 
themselves by stterapting to Peace, we have had to suffer vdmeni, which anticipated Trade, has arrived to nego 


meet mechanized Russian gi.{much abuse and provocation ely such ἃ development. |tiate a Soviet-Afghan pact for 

visions with rifles and home. | 2! the hands of the Com- rovisions, the Monree} 1963. Oo 
made explosives.- munists, but we have been pa- . * | 
But Cuba is in our own frontitient. And our pat lence, - | 
yard where we have a direct|though oiten sorely tried, is ᾿ 

responsibility to make her peo- far from exhausted. We, of 
ple free again. The first time \COUFS®: continue te hope that 
we “remembered the Maine’|Some way, somehow, the Cu- 
πον we. should never forget | "au people wil see to it that 
o * " oe tad ait atta 1 ΤῈ} -Φ arp 


{ became necessary. ¢ ! 
It seems to me that when it | United States with an oppor- 


ppeared that the situation in {tunity to make it elear to the; 

“iba was getting out of hand Communist — aggressors that 

vd that a threat to the securi-) Once the line is drawn we 
of this Hemisphere was|Stend firm. 

early in the making, we| 


ἶ 


ae κ 


β 


Copyright, 1963, hy Harry 8. Trumen . - 
| INDEPENDENCE, Me., Feb. 23—Along with every- h 
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Cuba. The Cuban people have been beset with internal/ * 
93; Problems almost from the time Cuba was discovered by. 
,,,COlumbus. One set of tyrants seems to be succeeded st 

“!by another in guise of liberators. q 
Ὑ "In an open society such as ours it is natural for ρεο- ἢ 
ple freely to express their opinions, or in’ other words|y, 
_ {ta scund off. This tendency is particularly apparent in| wu 
of times of crisis. There is now much talk about Cuba. 

There are those who read and talk about it—and there 
mre those who tull those in charge what to do and how 
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agi That is all right, as far as it goes, but it does na good 


40 8Π4 could do much harm if we get into a political Hassle | 
al about it. Foreign policy should? 
1d never be an issue between the| 
ar/8reat ee ae The}, be free is irresistible. 
Fer αν τὰν as sere Ol any goverment that ἐπι. 
Sito dealings with other nations, 203%! its will from the top - 
here " . Cub 9;tall be overthrown in- time. 
r-| ds there no hope OF SUDA This happens when the people 
itils Cuba now deomed to be-lreach that certain point of! 
y jcome the Balkan satellite of'loss of patience and the ΜῊΝ 
othe American continent? Are gcaiment of their will to re- 
jthe Cuban people without hopeSist. nd once they reach that 
"iof becoming a genuinely free;Dolnt, they strike back with t 
land independent people?ithe savage fury of blaady rev-la 
"IThese and many other ques-Olution, resting in merely 


7 {tions are being raised. -jeruelties.in the natne of thelc 


; "| [ revolution. “ a 
|Will ta Be Free Cuba, bistoricaily, has. suf-|\ 
| The one thing that history|fered a long series of misfor-le 

wileaches us over and over|tunes, from its rulers and|¥ 

4. [885 810 is that no system of gov-|jtheir depredations, greed andj li 

a-jernme ! that defies the will|corruption. From the time in|w 

i-{af its seople can long endure [1898 when the United States | 0 

djand, waile modern weapons in|intervened in Cuba to set her|¥ 

wfithe hands of a new crop of; free and to help her establish ἃ 

Quislings make the task of:and maintain a free goyern-| 

} liberation more formidable, it}ment for the benefit of ali of ¢ 

iejis as true today as it ever/her people, she has experi.|¢ 

ει enced ane failure after δῃ 

ΕἾ ok) eee fOther. . f 

We have always been_sym-|* 
pathetic toward the Cuban ρθο- ἢ 
ple, but far cne reason cr an.| 
| other things never seemed toa S: 
; ork out sa that the affairs of, 
Cuba could be administered| 
by honest and devoted pal 

jtrlots rather than the greedy,!** 

selfish, grafting dictators that P, 

kept succeeding one another. |) | 

| Support Betrayed | 

a The Present situation in{ 5 

Cuba defies all τϑαβοπίης 

‘Castro,’ as a revolutionary/™ 


ἃ leader fighting to unseat dic-| 


+ 
"ν 
f 
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| : | 
was that the will of a people | 


ς 


οἰ ταῖον Batista, attracted sym- 


pathetic Support from many; 4 
;Quarters in this hemisphere, ὦ 
;;and from the United States in} 
‘particular. There was some; ἃ 
| reason to hope that here at} 
‘Hong last there may have! 
;arisen a true patriot and able} 
lleader, who would devote hisiny 
jenergies to the establishment'th 
;Of representative government! ἂν 
{and put through necessary Τ᾿ πε 
‘forms for the benefit οἱ all the ids 
{Cuban seaple. 
But again aur hopes were!,, 
doomed to disappointment.|,,, 
The man, Castro, became in-j 
flated and power mad—and in-|ac 
capable of the kind of leader-/”, 
isnip Cuba needed in her pe-iqy 
|Tiod of reconstruction. Ide 
Instead of applying his ener-ity 
gies to the soiuiion of tnel.,, 
See TRUMAN, ΑΚ, CoL 1 ISc 
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cal imprisonment of ἃ Russian-! | | 


made Communist dictatorship. ! : 
He thus committed Cuba to a 

life of crisis, aggressicn, ep-| 
pression and intrigue. 


Put Off Responsibility 


_ We admit that our policies! 
toward Cuba, and I would in-| 
clude my own Administration | 
as well, have left something! 
to be desired. For some rea- | 
son we have put off for tao} 
long our responsibility to put} 
Pressure on the Cuban lead-! 
ers to institute badly needed! 
reforms. 

The situation in Cuba today: 
is not unlike that of the plight 
from which many satellite na. 
tions are suffering, except that 
the tragedy of Cuba could! 
have been prevented by us. 

Somehow we must seek aj 
way of helping the Cuban peo-! 
plé to likerate themselves once} 
and for all. The world situ-! 
ation today is vastly different’ 
from what it was at the time! 
we liberated Cuba from Spain.| 
We now nave the United Na- 
tions, which could have been 
helpful and perhaps could be 
in the future. We have the; 
Organization of . American) 
States and other cooperative | 
agencies that also could have | 
been enlisted in dealing with 
that situation. But all of that 
is water over the dam. 


Modern Weapons 
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[ Oo 
| Doctrine and the Platt Amend-. 
There is one thing we can-/Ment, were there @s much for 
net do and must not do and ΝΗ ἫΝ 
that is to abandon Cuba to her} Hl the other nations of this. 
self-imposed tyrants and new :° tine t r | 
conquerors. For as long as{COmtnent. 
these people enforce their will|/Far From Exhausted ἰ 
by the use of modern weapons ag gs , | 
) - The situation is clear, the 
the Cuban people will be com. problem is obvious, the solu- 
pelled to undergo proionged tion not so apparent. But, like 
suffering, before they can the bubonic plague of cholera, 
hope to restore themselves by antining ὶ - remed 
the process of spontaneous/GUeranuning 1S one remedy 
onular uprising that every public health au- 
pO P 6: ae; ΠΌΤ knows must be im- 
The Cuban people are now posed until a virulent epidem- 
pretty much in the same fix/P° 7 | 


ἣν . . ‘ie abates. ΝΕ 
as the Hungarians who found As a nation devated to | 


that they could not liberate 

themselves by attempting ta;Peace: we have had to suffer | 

meet mechanized Russian di- ma abuse a Phe Com 

visions with rifles and home-|S! ‘He Dands Ot a 

made explosives. . munists, but we have been pa-| 
But Cuba is in our own front| tent. And our patience, 


ἶ ' ly iri is 
yard where we have a directithough often sorety tried, is 


ae tite, . ifar from exhausted. We, of 
responsibility to make her peo-! tinue to hope tat 


ie free again. The first time /COUFSe, Con 
we rernecbered che Maine’ {some way, somehow, the Cu- 
—now we, should never forget ban peopie will see to it thai! 
tc “remember the missiles.”|these latter-day Quislings are 
Now we must seriousiy con-joverthrown and that freedom 
sider the Communists and/and the needed re-orms are 
their Asian and Eastern Euro-jestablishec for the sbenefit of 
pean ideas. jae the Cuban peopie. 
- | | A former. President, much 
in Different Category las he might try, cannot de-' 
it is my opinion that untiljtach himself from  events,| 
the sources of all the world’s/even long after he Is out of| 
‘tensions and dangers are over-|office. On one of my walks as 
come within those nationsithought kept going through; 
that constitute the centers ofjmy mind on how I might have | 
the Communist conspiracy.|dealt with Castro if it had! 
namely, the police states of|peen mine to do. This is how! 
Russia and China, there isiy saw it: Immediately after 
little chance for the occupied ' the conelusion of the revolu- 
satellites to settle matters fori tion in Cuba, I would have | 
themselves. linvited Castro to the White] 


unis | ‘es where you might get 

nist | sia. ae places where you ms 
Comnink t that it is well that;the necessary ore your pro: 
we take a look at the record|port to put av τ δοὺς chose 
of our past relations with ,gram of reforms. τ 6 a wicturis 
Cuba. From early 1899 to mid-|to Cuba and we ave me me 
1902, while Cuba was under) ties with youi country. ἐν ne 
temporary United States mili-| would expect Me be that 
tary rule following her Liibera-|our— support Wo Ο μας 
tion from Spain, most of thej;you keep the. Cuba) Ooo. 
offices were placed under'tions free, and the uban Pe 
Cuban nationals. During that|ple free, and that you si ne | 
period much was done te buiid|of corruption. This ar we 
public works, strict measures would ask, this 18 Cubs 
of sanitation were put into ef-} would expect, and u 7 
fect, the Civil Service was re-|would enjoy complete SOV 
formed_and_public education jereignty and independence as 


significantly improved. Yellow\a nation. But if you should 


fever, which had been Pa-| elect to go the other way the 
guing Cuba tor centuries, WaS!Communist way-~you will he- 
eradicated. _\eome a puppet and that can 

At the same time a consti-) only lead you to more troume 
tutional conventicn was cal iand bloodshed.” | 
ta establish a system ior seil- . 
government. The first Cuban|We Stane Firm ; 
continental congress met om; | would have hoped that 
May 5, 1902, and we turnedi after some such exchange We 
over control of the govern-| should have come to an un 
meni to the people of Cuba. |qerstanding and I think we 

In restoring Cuba to self-; might have reached a friendly 
government the su-called Platt! asreement. All this, of course, 
Amendment was accepted by needed te have been quietly 
Cuba on June 18, 1901, as Δ΄ negotiated within the privacy 
part of its Constitution. of the White House. en hawe 

rovisions out of the way I might Daw 
Amendment Frowse τ _iclosed our meeung with a 

Among the several provi- friendly suggestion, perhaps 
sions of the Platt Amendment something like this: 
were these: i “Now that we understand 

1, The sanitation measures each other, Fidel, let us get 
set up by the military Were ito work and do all we can for} 
to be maintained. jthe cause of your people.” 

9. Naval stations were au- he Cuban erisis has serve d 
thorized ta be leased to the] ne iseful purpose—it again 
United States. ς ismoked out the Russian ca- 

ὃ. The United States ic pacity for bluff and their “hit: 
served the right to interfere Ῥός ὁ type of international 
Ὁ the affairs of the island it iracy. And it provided the 
eee ae ae tin «(United States with an oOppor-| 

It seems to me that when it | ἢ να ta th 

; ; inr, τα 1} to make it clear to the; 

PPE Ee τηδὲ ne ait af hand ς unist aggressors that 

‘uba was getting out of hand one th line’ is drawn we 

id that a threat to the securi-;once the 

of ‘this Hemisphere was!Sstand firm 

sarivy in the making, mt a 

quid have considered that Afchani in Moscow 


basic umplications of the | | . 
‘roe Doctrine were ve MOSCOW, Feb. 23 {AP) 


> 1 as the reserva-|Ghulyam Mohammed Shirzad, 
λον “by the erva.|Ghulvam Mo Minister - οὔ 
idment, which anticipated|Trade, has arrived to nego 
ely such a development.|tiate a Soviet-Afghan pact fo 
provisions, the Monroe) 1963. | 
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